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Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Open House
Welcome
Thank-you for attending the Virtual Open House for the EPCOR 
Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project. 
• This presentation will take you 20 minutes to complete.
• Press the next button to navigate to the next slide at any 

time. 
• To return to the previous slide, press the previous button.
• You can mute the audio at any time by pressing the speaker 

icon.
• The presentation slides as well as the audio script are 

available for download (see the Resources tab in the top right 
corner). 

• Questions and comments can be submitted using the 
questionnaire found in the Resources tab.

• If you would like to receive future Project updates, please 
complete the “Contact Information" section of the 
questionnaire.

EPCOR’s Commitment
• EPCOR is committed to 

engaging with Indigenous 
communities, regulatory 
agencies and members of 
the public on our projects.

• Our employees work 24/7 to 
keep essential services 
reaching the communities 
where we live and work. 

• We consider how we can 
better care for the 
environment in all that we do 
and as citizens we contribute 
to the life of our communities.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Purpose of the Open House

• Consult with Indigenous communities, and engage with 
members of the public, and regulatory authorities 
regarding the pipeline route, potential impacts, and 
proposed mitigation.

• Provide an opportunity for these individuals and any 
affected landowners and the general public to review 
the proposed Project, and to ask any questions and/or 
provide comments to representatives from EPCOR and 
Stantec.

• Additionally, the available Virtual Open House provides 
a safe alternative to an in-person meeting.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Land Acknowledgement

We respectfully acknowledge that the 
proposed Project area is located in the 
Territory of the Anishinabek Nation: The 
People of the Three Fires known as Ojibway, 
Odawa, and Pottawatomie Nations. And 
further give thanks to the Chippewas of 
Saugeen, and the Chippewas of Nawash, 
known collectively as the Saugeen Ojibway 
Nation, as the traditional keepers of this land. 

The Project area is located on the ancestral 
lands of the Métis Nation of Ontario (Great 
Lakes Council) and the Historic Saugeen 
Métis.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Who is EPCOR?

• EPCOR is a utility infrastructure 
developer & operator with a 
presence in Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
British Columbia, Ontario, Arizona, 
New Mexico and Texas.

• EPCOR currently provides natural 
gas services to over 10,000 
residential, commercial and 
industrial customers in the 
Municipalities of Arran-Elderslie and 
Kincardine, the Township of Huron-
Kinloss, and the counties of Elgin, 
Middlesex, Oxford and Norfolk in 
Ontario. 



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Indigenous Peoples Policy
EPCOR Utilities Inc., and its subsidiaries (collectively “EPCOR”) operate in 
areas near or within Treaty territories and established or asserted traditional 
lands of Indigenous Peoples in Canada and the United States. EPCOR 
recognizes the importance of building strong and mutually beneficial 
relationships with Indigenous Peoples in the areas where we operate, and we 
are committed to learning from and collaborating with Indigenous Peoples.

We acknowledge that Indigenous Peoples’ deep connections to the land and 
water have not always been recognized, nor have their rights, history, culture, 
aspirations and diversity always been respected by broader society.

EPCOR has benefitted from operations near or within Indigenous traditional 
lands and territories for over 100 years. Through this Indigenous Peoples 
Policy (the “Policy”) and its implementation, EPCOR is declaring our 
commitment to recognizing and respecting the rights, traditions and 
worldviews of Indigenous Peoples.

EPCOR values Indigenous perspectives and strives to listen authentically 
and respond genuinely to the interests of Indigenous Peoples as they relate 
to EPCOR’s operations. This Policy, therefore, recognizes the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) as a framework 
for reconciliation.

EPCOR aims to conduct its business 
in a manner that reflects the following 
Guiding Principles:

• Build Relationships
• Engage Meaningfully
• Value Indigenous Perspectives 

about Ecosystems
• Build Internal Understanding
• Support Indigenous Business 

Development
• Advance Equitable Employment 

Opportunities
• Create an Inclusive Workplace
• Develop Community Initiatives 

and Partnerships



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Purpose of the Environmental Study
EPCOR has retained Stantec to undertake an Environmental Study for the Project. 
The Environmental Study will be completed according to the Ontario Energy 
Board’s “Environmental Guidelines for the Location, Construction and Operation of 
Hydrocarbon Pipelines and Facilities in Ontario, 7th Edition (2016).” 
The study will:
• Be undertaken during the earliest phase of the Project.
• Undertake consultation and engagement to understand the views of interested 

and potentially affected parties.
• Consult with Indigenous communities to understand interests and potential 

impacts.
• Identify potential impacts of the proposed Project on environmental, socio-

economic, archaeological and cultural heritage features.
• Develop mitigation and protective measures to avoid or reduce potential 

impacts; and,
• Develop appropriate environmental inspection, monitoring and follow-up 

programs, to ensure the success of mitigation and protective measures.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Project Overview
EPCOR proposes to bring natural gas service to a number of unserviced areas in the 
Municipality of Brockton, the Municipality of West Grey and in the Township of Chatsworth, 
and expand natural gas service within the Township of Arran-Elderslie and the Municipality of 
Kincardine. EPCOR has worked closely with Brockton’s municipal Administration to ensure 
that this project meets the requirements for local residents and stakeholders alike.
• The Project is proposed to connect customers by installing approximately 107 km of 

natural gas pipeline consisting of approximately 37 km of 4-inch diameter pipe and 
approximately 70 km of 2-inch diameter pipe.  

• The system would interconnect at two existing stations along the existing Southern 
Bruce main line; Chesley and Paisley stations and multiple tap connections on the high-
pressure steel line to connect adjacent customers. 

• Where possible, the Project will be located within existing road allowances. Permanent 
easement and temporary working space and laydown areas may be required to facilitate 
the movement and storage of equipment required for construction.

• Pending approval by the Ontario Energy Board, construction is planned to begin as early 
as the spring of 2023 and be targeted to be in service by the fall of 2023.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Study Area Map



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Environmental Study Process

Study Development Consultation Program

Ph
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Duty to Consult Letter submitted to the 
Ministry of Energy

Notice of Study Commencement &
Virtual Open House Released

Gather information on the Study Area

Determine Pipeline Route

Respond to comments and questions from Indigenous 
communities and interested and potentially affected 

parties

Delineate Study Area

Confirm and finalize Pipeline Route

Develop mitigation and monitoring recommendations

Prepare Environmental Report Submission of the LTC Application to the OEB



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Ontario Energy Board (OEB) Review and Approval Process
The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) regulates the natural gas industry in Ontario in the interest of the public. The OEB’s 
review and approval are required before the Project can proceed. EPCOR will submit a Leave To Construct 
application to the OEB that will include comprehensive information on the Project including:

• The need for the Project

• Facility alternatives

• Project costs and economics

• Pipeline design and construction

• Environmental mitigation measures

• Land requirements, and

• Consultation with Indigenous communities

The OEB will then hold a public hearing to review the Project. 

If the OEB determines that the Project is in the public interest, it will approve construction of the Project. 

If the Project is approved, the OEB usually attaches conditions of approval with which EPCOR will comply with during 
the construction and restoration process.

Additional information about the OEB 
process can be found at: 

www.ontarioenergyboard.ca

http://www.ontarioenergyboard.ca/


Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Route Selection Process
• EPCOR worked closely with local 

municipalities and discussed potential 
routes in order to maximize the 
connection potential and reduce the 
environmental impact.

• Pipeline routing constraints including 
natural environmental features, slope, 
topography, and socio-economic 
features and landscapes. Opportunities 
include the ability to follow existing 
linear infrastructure such as road right-
of-ways (ROWs).

• The proposed Preliminary Preferred 
Route follows existing municipal road 
ROWs and avoids, to the extent 
possible, existing environmental and 
socio-economic features.

Interactive map: https://solutions.ca/EPCOR-BrocktonER/

https://solutions.ca/EPCOR-BrocktonER/


Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Consultation and Engagement
• Consultation and engagement are key components of the Environmental Report.

• At the outset of the Project, EPCOR submitted a Project Description to the Ministry of 
Energy; upon review, the Ministry of Energy determined potential impacts on Indigenous 
or treaty rights and identifies Indigenous communities that EPCOR must consult with 
during the entirety of the Project.

• The consultation and engagement program helps to identify and address Indigenous 
community and stakeholder concerns and issues, provides information about the Project 
to the stakeholders, and allows for participation in the Project review and development 
process.

• Input will be used to help finalize mitigation plans for the Project. 

• Once the Leave to Construct application is made to the OEB, any party with an interest 
in the Project, including members of the public, can participate in the process.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Socio-Economic Features
The Project will mainly be constructed within municipal road allowances. As a result of 
construction, private businesses, agricultural operations, and residential land along the pipeline 
route as well as land regulated by Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority may be impacted. 

Potential Effects
• Temporary increases in noise, 

dust, and air emissions
• Increased construction traffic 

volumes
• Temporary impairment of the use 

and enjoyment of residential 
property

• Vegetation clearing along the 
pipeline easement

Example Mitigation Measures
• Provide access across the construction area
• Restrict construction to daylight hours and adhere 

to applicable noise by-laws
• Develop and implement a Traffic Control Plan
• Place fencing at appropriate locations for safety
• Implement a water well monitoring program, if 

required
• Providing contact information for a designated 

EPCOR representative prior to and throughout 
construction

• Dust control measures
• Re-vegetation of cleared areas (seeding/planting)



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Cultural Heritage Resources
During construction, cultural heritage features such as archaeological finds, buildings, fences 
and landscapes may be encountered. Detailed field surveys will be conducted by 
independent, third-party archaeologists and cultural heritage professionals, if required. 
Potential Effects
• Damage or destruction of archaeological or historical resources
Example Mitigation Measures
• Archaeological assessment of the construction footprint, with review and comment from 

the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI). 
• Cultural Heritage assessment (for built heritage features and cultural heritage 

landscapes) of the construction footprint, with review and comment from the MHSTCI.
• Reporting of any previously unknown archaeological or historical resources uncovered 

during construction.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Aquatic Resources
EPCOR understands the importance of protecting watercourses, wetlands, and associated wildlife 
during construction and therefore will implement recognized mitigation measures to reduce 
possible environmental effects.
Potential Effects
• Disruption and alternation to aquatic species and habitat and/or nuisance effects.
• Increased erosion, sedimentation, and turbidity resulting from removal of vegetation.
Example Mitigation Measures
• Install erosion and sediment control measures.
• Obtain all agency permits and approvals.
• Conform to fish timing window guidelines.
• Horizontal Directional Drill and/or trenchless drill within or near environmentally sensitive 

features (i.e., watercourses, wetlands etc.).
• For in-channel construction, protect aquatic species through methods such as flow 

diversion/dewatering, fish rescue planning etc., and manage sedimentation and turbidity. 
• Replant vegetation along waterways.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Terrestrial Resources
During construction, natural environmental features such as wildlife habitat and 
wetlands/wooded areas will need to be crossed. 
Potential Effects
• Damage or removal of vegetation and wildlife habitat in the construction area.
• Disturbance and/or mortality to local wildlife. 
Example Mitigation Measures
• Conduct surveys (including Species at Risk surveys) in advance of construction to 

determine opportunities for wildlife habitat to exist. 
• Complete tree removal outside of migratory bird windows (typically from April 1 – August 

31), to the extent possible.
• Clearly mark the construction area to avoid accidental damage.
• Restore and seed disturbed areas to establish habitat and reduce erosion, if required.
• Secure any necessary permits and follow any conditions of approval. 



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Pipeline Design and Safety

Design
• Pipelines are designed to meet 

and/or exceed the regulations of 
the Canadian Standards 
Association (Z662 Oil and Gas 
Pipeline Systems) and the 
applicable regulations of the 
Ontario Technical Standards & 
Safety Authority (TSSA). 

Safety
• Pipeline integrity management 

and maintenance programs are 
developed so that the pipelines 
will continue to operate safely and 
reliably.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Construction Details
1. Preparing the Right of Way 
The right-of-way and temporary work spaces 
are graded, and trees are removed where 
needed. The location of the trench is then 
staked. 

2. Pipeline Installation
The pipe is bent and fused into one long 
piece beside the trench. Pipelines are 
installed using either trench or trenchless 
techniques. 

2a. Trenching 
Trenches are dug by backhoes or other 
excavation machines to an appropriate depth 
(approx. 1 m). The amount of open trench is 
minimized at any given time to reduce 
environmental impact. In agriculturally 
productive lands topsoil and subsoil are 
stripped and stockpiled separately to avoid 
mixing. 

2b. Trenchless Techniques 
Horizontal directional drilling or 
boring may be used instead of 
trenching to cross under major 
roads, watercourses, other 
pipelines or environmentally 
sensitive features. 

3. Backfilling 
Where trenching has been 
used, the pipe is lowered into 
the trench and its location is 
surveyed. Excavated material is 
replaced. 

4. Testing 
The new pipeline is then 
hydrostatically tested by filling 
the pipe with water to a 
pressure greater than actual 
operating pressures. This test 
confirms pipeline strength and 
checks for leaks. 

5. Clean up 
Construction materials are 
removed, and a final grading of the 
area is performed. Anything 
removed or disturbed by 
construction (such as fences or 
pavement) are repaired or 
replaced. Disturbed soils are 
restored and seeded with an 
appropriate seed mix. Erosion and 
sediment control measures are 
maintained as required until the 
area is revegetated and stabilized. 

6. Monitoring 
Slope erosion and re-
establishment of vegetation are 
carefully monitored following 
construction. EPCOR is 
responsible for the work necessary 
to address any issues following 
pipeline construction. 



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Construction Methods

Pipeline ready for directional drill feed 
and installation.

Exit trench of a plowed in natural gas 
pipeline.

Entry pit for polyethylene pipeline 
horizontal directionally drilled.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Distribution System & Service Connections

Horizontal directional drill equipment 
setup on right of way in community.

Utility locate confirmation pits / day 
lighting confirmation.

Residential meter connection.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Access and Land Requirements
• To the extent possible, construction will be within 

municipal ROWs, however some additional land 
outside of municipal ROWs could be required 
such as Temporary Working Space (TWS).

• EPCOR has a comprehensive Landowner 
Relations Program:

• Direct contact between landowners and 
EPCOR

• Available to the landowner for the 
duration of the Project

• Address any concerns and questions of 
the landowner

• Address any legal matters relating to 
temporary use of property, access 
agreements, permanent easements and 
impacts or remedy to property.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
EPCOR’s Health, Safety and Environment Policy
Getting home safely and protecting the public and the environment are responsibilities we all 
share. There is nothing more important than the health and safety of our employees, 
contractors and the general public. EPCOR commits to the following:
• Sustain an effective Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) management system. 
• Reduce pollution and reduce harm to the environment.
• Meet or exceed all applicable legal requirements, industry standards and societal 

expectations.
• Set objectives and targets to continually improve HSE management and performance. 
• Provide timely and effective training, resources and equipment.
• Identify hazards, evaluate risks and ensure controls are in place. 
• Learn from our incidents and apply corrective actions to prevent reoccurrence. 
• Involve employees to improve health and safety performance. 
• Measure and share our HSE performance.



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Next Steps
Consultation

• EPCOR will engage landowners, residents, Indigenous communities and other interested 
stakeholders. This will help us understand what is most important when developing the proposed 
pipeline route.

• EPCOR will continue to engage stakeholders over the coming months and bring more detail on the 
proposed Project.

Proposed Route

• Based on input from the Open Houses and other stakeholder consultation efforts, EPCOR will finalize 
the pipeline route. This route will then be submitted to the Ontario Energy Board for approval.

Spring 2022 

• Start 
Environmental 
planning 
process

• Open Houses

Summer / Fall 
2022

• Complete 
Environmental 
Report

• File Leave to 
Construct 
Application

Winter / Spring 
2023 

• Receive OEB 
approval, 
complete 
permitting, 
pipeline design

Spring 2023

• Begin 
construction of 
Brockton 
expansion



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Converting to Natural Gas
You can start getting ready to convert to natural gas:

• Suspend automatic delivery of propane/heating oil shortly 
before anticipated conversion.

• If you need to replace your furnace now, install a 
propane/natural gas capable furnace.

• Don’t forget about converting your water heater.

• Consider other appliances to convert:
• Range/Stove
• BBQ
• Clothes Dryer
• Fireplace



Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project
Thank You
On behalf of the Project team, thank-you for listening to the Virtual Open House presentation 
for the EPCOR Brockton Natural Gas Expansion Project.

• If you have any questions or comments, or you would like to be kept up to date on the 
Project, please complete the Questionnaire by July 22, 2022, to be considered as part of 
the Environmental Report that will be submitted to the Ontario Energy Board. 

• To return to a specific slide, please press the “menu” button and select the slide you 
wish to review. To close the presentation, please press the “save and exit” button. 
Thank-you!

Michael Candido
Project Manager
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Phone: (519) 585-3439

Email: Brocktonproject@Stantec.com

Thomas Stachowski
Project Manager, Natural Gas
EPCOR
780-412-3134

Jed Johns
Manager, Indigenous Relations
EPCOR
780-412-6968

EPCOR.com/BrocktonNG

mailto:BrocktonEA@Stantec.com
http://www.epcor.com/BrocktonNG
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