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West Jasper Sherwood Drainage Task Force 

Minutes of Meeting #6 

January 18, 2017 at Gospel Centre Church  

Present: 
● Wendy Woodruff, resident, West Jasper Place
● Brenda and Dave Briggs, residents, West Jasper Place
● Shirley Thompson, resident, West Jasper Place
● Peter Doell, resident, West Jasper Place
● Andrew Knack, Councillor, Ward 1
● Clem Yong, Director, Project Management Centre of Excellence, Integrated

Infrastructure Services, City of Edmonton
● Todd Wyman, Director, Network Integration, Sustainable Development, City of

Edmonton
● Sabra Saleh, Communications Advisor, Integrated Infrastructure Services, City of

Edmonton
● Byron Nicholson, Director, Utility Infrastructure Delivery, City of Edmonton
● Savannah Westgarde, Public Engagement Advisor, Office of Public Engagement, City of

Edmonton
● Fernando, Sacluti, Acting Director, Network Integration, City of Edmonton
● Elizabeth Otto, Water Resources Engineer, City of Edmonton
● Godfrey Huybregts, Task Force Coordinator

Regrets: 
● Hanna Nash, resident, West Jasper Place
● Karl Holba, resident, West Jasper Place
● Sherina Dhala, resident, West Jasper Place
● Sandro Marrocco, resident, West Jasper Place

1. Agenda

The agenda was approved. Following introductions, it was announced that Byron Nicholson 
would be taking over project management duties from Mr. Yong. This change was 
prompted by recent reorganization within the City. Mr. Wyman has also acquired new 
responsibilities but will remain on the Task Force for continuity.  

2. City of Edmonton Flood Mitigation Strategic Plan Status and Discussion Guide

Mr. Wyman and Mr. Sacluti provided an overview of development of a strategic plan for 
City-wide flood mitigation. After severe storms in 2004 and 2012 caused significant 
flooding, City Council and staff decided a more proactive approach to flood mitigation was 
needed. A city-wide flood risk assessment was done based on a 1 in 100 year rainstorm 
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scenario. The results were released in late 2016. This study is the foundation for public 
engagement in 2017 that will ask Edmontonians the importance to them of upgrading flood 
mitigation infrastructure and what types of improvements would be acceptable.  
 
The public engagement involves three steps: 1. Discussion guide and questionnaire for 
groups. 2. Resident surveys (phone and on-line). 3. Community meetings. Once the input 
has been gathered City staff will develop a number of go-forward options for Council’s 
consideration. Each option will detail the cost and other impacts of the option. 
 
The Task Force expressed its frustration over the release of the study which showed a new 
major storm sewer line planned along 149 Street. While Mr. Wyman noted this was just a 
concept at this stage, the Task Force noted the possibility was never discussed with the 
group in advance. In their eyes, this was just another example of the City not being open 
and transparent regarding future plans. The Task Force was against any new drainage 
construction in the neighbourhood that was not directly related to the current plans. Before 
finalizing any flood mitigation plans, the Task Force advised that the City consider the social 
impact on neighbourhoods like West Jasper Place/Sherwood, who have endured several 
years of consultation and construction.      
 
Ms. Westgarde provided an overview of the discussion guide and asked for the Task Force’s 
feedback. The Task Force felt West Jasper Place and Sherwood do not have a flooding issue 
and therefore participating in the consultation was seen as having little value. They did note 
that construction of multi-story buildings and loss of green space in the neighbourhood 
would increase the risk of flooding. It was requested that contact information for the Flood 
Mitigation Strategic Plan and consultation be provided to the Task Force. Mr. Huybregts 
committed to do so. 
 

3. Update on Project Work 
 
Mr. Nicholson briefed the Task Force on a modified construction approach that will provide 
additional capacity to the sanitary sewer system, and be faster and safer than the original 
design. This approach would see a 1250 mm bypass line being built alongside the existing 
1500 mm pipe that needs to be rebuilt along 151 Street between 100 and 99 Avenues.  
 
The bypass would allow the existing tunnel to be repaired ‘in the dry’, which is a much 
faster and safer process than doing so while there is active sewer flow. Once the project is 
complete, the bypass line would remain active, providing backup to handle any overflow 
that might occur.  Another benefit is the bypass design approach makes the scrubber and 
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temporary pump station on 151 Street north of 100 Avenue no longer necessary. They will 
be removed and the roadway opened within the next two months.  
 
Mr. Nicholson mentioned there will be no odour and minimal noise from bypass line 
construction, as it will be dug by hand. A new access shaft will need to be dug along the 
route. The work would begin in the next 3-4 weeks. He confirmed that constructing the 
bypass line and doing the repairs along 100 Avenue will not be delayed by this new 
approach. 
 
The Task Force recommended all of the people along 151 Street between 100 and 99 
Avenues be briefed in person (with a leave behind handout) before work begins. They also 
suggested: 
 

 Before the new shaft on 151 Street is dug, a plan be provided to residents on the 
management of parking and pedestrians along 151 Street between 100 and 99 
Avenues, taking into consideration the west side of the sidewalk is heavily used as a 
direct route to the 100 Avenue crosswalk and the new shaft will mean the loss of 
several parking spots. 

 Provide information on where trucks hauling bypass tunnel debris will be directed 
and what measures will be taken to minimize the impact on roads, alleys, poles and 
signage. 

 That the City confirm the 1250 mm pipe is the appropriate size to meet future 
overflow demand.   

 
Phase 2: 99 Avenue line repairs east to Crestwood (151 Street to 142 Street) 
 
Inspection is ongoing. The Task Force reiterated its position that regardless of outcome, any 
required repair work should be based out of Crestwood. West Jasper Place/Sherwood is not 
getting compensated for the disruption to lives and impact on property values of past and 
current construction; the human cost of adding centering yet another major construction 
project in the neighbourhood is too high.  
 

4. Street and Sidewalk Disruptions  
 

The Task Force requested that the City follow-up on several matters:  
 
 Review the size of the current fenced area at 99 Avenue and 151 Street. Given the 

amount of material within the laydown area, it was felt the size of the fencing could be 
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reduced to improve traffic flow. It was suggested the yield sign on one side be moved so 
it is more visible.  

 Remove handicapped parking markers in front of Mr. Doell’s neighbour’s house. The 
man has passed away. 

 Be proactive in managing street clean-up/maintenance...residents should not have to 
make frequent calls to get action. 

 It was noted by Mr. Nicholson that puddling of water north of 100 Avenue, caused by 
the scrubber, will be resolved once the scrubber is removed. 

 
In response to a question, it was confirmed sidewalks and streets impacted by the work 
would be rehabilitated once all of the work is completed. 
 

5. Communications 
 
The Task Force suggested that 48 hours notice of any significant change in activity be provided 
to impacted residents whenever possible.  The Task Force also recommended that an 
information meeting for residents be held at the end of March or early April. At this time, a 
detailed work schedule with projected completion dates should be provided.    
 
6. Next Meeting 
 
The Task Force requested that it meet again two to three weeks before the community 
meeting. 
 
  


